
CCNY and its terrific writing program provided me with a 
beacon of hope - for where else could working class immigrant 
kids go for such first rate guidance and encouragement?

Oscar Hijuelos, Pulitzer Prize in Fiction

“

AT THE CITY COLLEGE
OF NEW YORK

DIVERSITY
INCLUSION
EXCELLENCE

MFA PROGRAM IN CREATIVE WRITING
THE CITY COLLEGE OF NEW YORK 
North Academic Center 6/219
160 Convent Avenue
New York, NY 10031
To learn more about the program, please visit:
https://www.ccny.cuny.edu/english/creativewriting

Severely shaken by a series of big-life ordeals, 
including a cancer diagnosis, I decided to give myself 
the gift of an MFA for 50th birthday - because, you 
know, ‘if not now, when?’ I entered the program quite 
unsure of my talents, my relevance, and, indeed, my 
life going forward. I left CCNY a poet. Enough said. 

Michele Karas

JP HOWARD

MELISSA BRODER

JOSEPH TIRELLA

LISA KO

BRENDAN KIELY

HEATHER A. ARCHIBALD
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RECENT ALUMNI PUBLICATIONS

ROBERT GIBBONS
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Tyehimba Jess 
Kimiko Hahn
Hasanthika Sirisena
Tracy K. Smith 
Ngugi Wa Thiong’o 
Walter Mosley
Tina Chang
Vijay Seshadri

Chris Abani
Noviolet Bulawayo
Cynthia Cruz
Heather Sellers
Christopher Carmona
Edwidge Danticat
Rebecca Solnit
Paul Muldoon

Chinelo Okparanta
Jacqueline Woodson
Ru Freeman
Bob Holman
Melissa Broder
Willie Perdomo

Amir Arian Ahmadi Guest Faculty, Nonfiction 
Salar Abdoh Fiction & Nonfiction
Robert Barron Dramatic Writing
Lyn Di iorio Fiction & Nonfiction
Nicole Dennis-Benn Guest Faculty, Fiction
Keith Gandal Fiction
David Groff Guest Faculty, Poetry & Nonfiction
Pamela Laskin Children’s Literature
Mark Jay Mirsky Fiction
Emily Raboteau Fiction & Nonfiction
Nicole Sealey Guest Faculty, Poetry
David Unger  Literary Translation
Michelle Yasmine Valladares Poetry, MFA Program Director

COMMUNITY

The Rifkind Center for the Humanities and Arts supports 
interdisciplinary scholarly exchange, guest speakers and conferences

FICTION, the legendary literary journal

The MFA Reading Series showcasing work of faculty and students

The CUNY Turnstyle Reading Series - a CUNY tradition of MFA 
graduate faculty and students reading together at the CUNY 
Graduate Center each spring

The Chinua Achebe Legacy Reading Series featuring writers of 
color, in partnership with City College’s Black Studies Program

Recent Visiting Writers

Writing Faculty

The Creative Writing Program at The City College of  
New York is in its fourth decade. During its history 

we have had some of  the most distinguished writers in 
America teach - Gwendolyn Brooks, Donald Barthelme, 
Joseph Heller, William Matthews, Grace Paley and Susan 
Sontag, to name a few. Our graduates include New York 
Times Bestsellers and Pulitzer Prize winners, including 
Walter Mosley, Oscar Hijuelos, and Ernesto Quinonez.

Our campus is in the heart of  Harlem - the location of  
one of  the most important literary/cultural movements 
in America, the Harlem Renaissance. The exceptional 
diversity of  students in our program naturally translates 
into a broad spectrum of  aesthetics - including 
experimental works and genre fiction - in the practice of  
writing.

Our conviction is that a writing program should not only 
help student hone the skills they already have, but should 
guide them to discover new ones as well. We require 
that our students take at least one workshop outside if  
their concentration, regardless of  their admission as 
writers of  poetry, nonfiction or fiction. As part of  our 
unique program, our MFA students are also required to 
take literature courses with City College’s distinguished 
English Literature faculty.

ABOUT OUR PROGRAM

Doing my MFA at CCNY is probably the best decision 
I’ve made in the last twenty years. I had been a writer 
for some time, but never thought I could do the fiction 
and essay writing I really wanted to do. CCNY’s first-
rate teachers, supportive environment, and my own 
hard work, showed me I could. 

Rodger Fell

“



ABOUT OUR ALUMNI

Article from
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CCNY’s MFA in Creative Writing not only offered 
me the chance to study in the company of a diverse 
and supportive professional community of writers, 
it enabled me to publish professionally, teach, and 
get my first book contract. 

Philip F. Clark

RAYMOND STROM

TRACY O’NEILL

HASANTHIKA SIRISENA
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JESSIE CHAFFEE

PHILIP F. CLARK

ABIGAIL WELHOUSE

RECENT ALUMNI PUBLICATIONS
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WHAT MAKES THE CCNY MFA IN CREATIVE WRITING 
DIFFERENT FROM OTHER PROGRAMS?

Diversity. We’re located in Harlem. Our unofficial tagline is “Ten times the 
diversity for one tenth the price,” because we’re also comparatively affordable. 
Last year The New Yorker ran a piece called “MFA vs. POC” [people of color] 
by Junot Diaz that went viral. His argument was that predominantly white 
workshops often feel alienating, dismissive, and outright hostile to writers 
of color. In contrast with the MFA programs he was criticizing, our program 
is more reflective of what the U.S.A. actually looks like--certainly what NYC 
actually looks like. We have students of all backgrounds in terms of race, 
ethnicity, nationality, and age. No one group is the majority, and therefore 
none of the work is treated like minority literature. There are radical 
implications for the kinds of work our students are putting out into the world 
for it to be nurtured, respected, celebrated, and intelligently critiqued in the 
classroom. Another thing that sets our program apart is its strong sense 
of community. Our students have a great deal of affection for one another. 
They’re loving rather than competitive.

“
EMILY RABOTEAU, Professor

Publisher’s Weekly - May, 2015

The program has been a solid landing place to grow my poetic 
craft. I am inspired by my peer poets and writers and have 
expanded my process and my connection to craft. I have entered 
writers’ circles -- that occur off campus with CCNY Alums which 
had led to more contact with poets/writing groups. I feel poetry 
all around me.

Allia Abdullah-Matta
”


